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ILLUSTRATIONS 

 
Figure 1. The Anacostia River, formerly known as the Eastern Branch of the Potomac. 

The Patuxent River is the wiggling line across the northeast corner of this illustration, from just 
left of midtop to midright. In 1726 Prince George’s Parish was defined to be the Eastern Branch, 
Rock Creek, and Potomac Hundreds, embracing all the country northwest of a line “beginning 
with the mouth of the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, and running up therewith to the fork 
thereof, and thence continuing the course of the East Branch to its head, and by a straight line 
until it strikes the Patuxent River.” I take this to mean northwest of the line defined in this illus-
tration by the Anacostia River, then its NE Branch, then Beaverdam Creek, then a straight line 
to the Patuxent River. At the same time St. John’s Parish was defined to be the Piscataway and 
New Scotland Hundreds. 
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Figure 2. Early Washington Co., Md., plats: Piles Delight, No. 5 (center bottom) 

At coordinates T–U–37, on the Potomac River, patented 4 Sept. 1734 to Richard 
Spriggs, 724 acres, with Antietam Creek about four miles to the right of the numeral 5 
(using the map’s scale), running east of north, passing about three miles right of the 
shaded Conococheague Manor, owned by Lord Baltimore (and roughly the location of 
modern Hagerstown). It would have been in the Sharpsburgh Hundred by the 1765 
division, or in the Marsh Hundred before that. 
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Figure 3. Riggs loci in Maryland 

The Anacostia River (Eastern Branch of the Potomac) enters at bottom right across from the “ia” 
in “Alexandria.” Rock Creek enters at milepost 0 of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (the green 
path). Broad Run is at about mile 32 (red numerals), and White’s Ferry at about mile 35. The 
Monocacy River enters the Potomac at about mile 42. Harper’s Ferry is located at about mile 61, 
and Antietam Creek enters the Potomac at about mile 69. The canal ends at Pennsylvania. 
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Figure 4. James1 Riggs lease of part of Concord, 1734, first page 
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Figure 5. James1 Riggs lease of part of Concord, 1734, second page 
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Figure 6. Gravestone of Mary, wife of William3 Riggs 
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Figure 7. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, births 
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Figure 8. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, marriages 
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Figure 9. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, deaths 
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Figure 10. Mahlon and Lydia Riggs Family Register, 1852 
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Figure 11. 1787 survey in Washington Co., Pa., for Jeremiah Ellis3 Riggs 
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Figure 12. 1795 warrant for Washington Co., Pa., land to Jeremiah E.3 Riggs 
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Figure 13. 1795 patent of Washington Co., Pa., land to Jeremiah E.3 Riggs 
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Figure 14. Jeremiah Ellis3 Riggs property, Washington Co., Pa., 1795 
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Figure 15. Allen Twp., Washington Co., Pa., 1876, with M. and J. L. Riggs shaded. 
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Figure 16. USGS map, Washington Co., Pa., 1954, with Riggs properties outlined. 
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Figure 17. Mahlon4 and Lydia (Williams) Riggs 

 
Figure 18. Dorothy Jane (Biles) and John Lester5 Riggs 
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Figure 19. Owen5 Riggs, founder of St. Elizabeth, Miller Co., Mo. 
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Figure 20. Benjamin F.6 Riggs, sheriff of Pleasants Co., W.Va. 



 

©2011–2022 Alvy Ray Smith  XX 3/4/2022 

 
Figure 21. Portia May/Mae7 (Riggs) Rice and her father, Porter6 Riggs. 
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Figure 22. Edwin Harvey7 Riggs (right), c1900–1910, Brewster, Nebr. 
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Figure 23. Daughters of Oliver Sansom6 Riggs, from left: Myrtle7, Dorothy7, Bernice7, 
Velma7, Olive7, and Iona7 
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Figure 24. Page 1 of the Albert Riggs6 Family Record. 
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Figure 25. Page 2 of the Albert Riggs6 Family Record. 
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Figure 26. Page 3 of the Albert Riggs6 Family Record. 

 
 


