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ILLUSTRATIONS

Montgomery
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Prince George’s
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Virginia

| Anaceostia Watershed

Figure 1. The Anacostia River, formerly known as the Eastern Branch of the Potomac.

The Patuxent River is the wiggling line across the northeast corner of this illustration, from just
left of midtop to midright. In 1726 Prince George’s Parish was defined to be the Eastern Branch,
Rock Creek, and Potomac Hundreds, embracing all the country northwest of a line “beginning
with the mouth of the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, and running up therewith to the fork
thereof, and thence continuing the course of the East Branch to its head, and by a straight line
until it strikes the Patuxent River.” I take this to mean northwest of the line defined in this illus-
tration by the Anacostia River, then its NE Branch, then Beaverdam Creek, then a straight line
to the Patuxent River. At the same time St. John’s Parish was defined to be the Piscataway and
New Scotland Hundreds.
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Figure 2. Early Washington Co., Md., plats: Piles Delight, No. 5 (center bottom)

At coordinates T-U-37, on the Potomac River, patented 4 Sept. 1734 to Richard
Spriggs, 724 acres, with Antietam Creek about four miles to the right of the numeral 5
(using the map’s scale), running east of north, passing about three miles right of the
shaded Conococheague Manor, owned by Lord Baltimore (and roughly the location of
modern Hagerstown). It would have been in the Sharpsburgh Hundred by the 1765
division, or in the Marsh Hundred before that.

©2011-2022 Alvy Ray Smith II 3/4/2022



gure 3. Riggs loci in Maryland
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The Anacostia River (Eastern Branch of the Potomac) enters at bottom right across from the “ia

Rock Creek enters at milepost O of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (the green

”

in “Alexandria.

path). Broad Run is at about mile 32 (red numerals), and White’s Ferry at about mile 35. The
Monocacy River enters the Potomac at about mile 42. Harper’s Ferry is located at about mile 61,
and Antietam Creek enters the Potomac at about mile 69. The canal ends at Pennsylvania.
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Figure 4. James' Riggs lease of part of Concord, 1734, first page
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Figure 5. ]ames R1ggs lease of part of Concord, 1734, second page
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Figure 6. Gravestone of Mary, wife of William® Riggs
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Figure 7. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, births
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Figure 8. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, marriages
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Figure 9. Lydia Riggs’s Bible, deaths
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Figure 10. Mahlon and Lydia Riggs Family Register, 1852
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Figure 16. USGS map, Washington Co., Pa., 1954, with Riggs properties outlined.
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Dorothy Jane Riggs John Lester Riggs

1832 * 1911 1824 ° 1902

Figure 18. Dorothy Jane (Biles) and John Lester’ Riggs
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Figure 19. Owen’ Riggs, founder of St. Elizabeth, Miller Co., Mo.
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B. F. RIGGS.

Figure 20. Benjamin F.® Riggs, sheriff of Pleasants Co., W.Va.
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Figure 21. Portia May/Mae’ (Riggs) Rice and her father, Porter® Riggs.
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Figure 22. Edwin Harvey’ Riggs (right), c1900-1910, Brewster, Nebr.
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Figure 23. Daughters of Oliver Sansom® Riggs, from left: Myrtle’, Dorothy’, Bernice’,
Velma’, Olive’, and lona’
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NAMES
Grandparents s
John W. Riggs

\Eleanor C. Fisher

John Shirley

Martha €. Elliot
\p\o-“‘\.

EN

Parents:
¥ Erasmus C. Riggs

v Lucy Jo Shirley

Childrens
Mary Ee Riggs
Martha Je Riggs
“Lee P. Riggs
Kate C. Riggs
v Jolm M. Riggs
Stonewall J. Riggs
v Albert S. Riggs
T (e el fy
v Elizabeth A. Riggs
v Alice Riggs
v Wade Riggs
v Cora Riggs
Myrtle E. Riggs

 Iucy O. Riggs

"\ May 27, 1803

RIGGS FAMILY RECORD

BORN

AL
’\/F“ &

Mey 31, 1796

-

V
February 14, 180
y 14, 2{’_ v

January 18,1819
o \”\

K

February 17,1827

June 23,1843

December 9,1861
February 6,1863
May 17, 1364
August 30,1866
September 16,1368
September 10,1870
February 24,1873
March 4,1875
September 20,1877
May 5,1879
December 28, 1881
December 15,1884

November 1,1888

(A

\819 e

X MARRIED

January 26,1826

January 26,1826

Aoy 10, 1840, BF v

\{/Al
May 10,1840 4

July 12, 1860

July 12,1860

September 28,1881
May 17,1868
November 14,1889
May 1,1904
February 24,1898
March 6,1915

DIED

January 22,1867
July 9,1844
September 9, 1853

August 18,1886

July 19,1915

April 9,1909

Died aboubt 5 yrs. old
December 24,1905
May 8, 1924
April 4,1930
August 21,1869
Avgust 22,1927
March 9,1962
Merch 6,1919
June 16,1924
December 22,1917
Avgust 6,196;!.’
Avgust 9, 1968

After 1966 1971

Figure 24. Page 1 of the Albert Riggs® Family Record.
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FAMILY HISTORY

Elean?™
Born on February 17, 1827 to Mr. and Mrs. Joln W. Riggs (Susan Fi6her) in

Kentucky was Erasmus Columbus Riggs. There were three other children: John
Williams, who died in infancy, a daugliteg Eleanor, and another son whom they named
John Williams, also ( as they wished for a son to carry the name of the father).
They moved to Missouri from Kentucky while the children were still young, some-
time about 1837. '

Eleanor Riggs Married John Ball., Their son Johnie R. PBall Jr, never married.
Jolm Ball died a short time after their son was born. Later, she married a man
by the name of Powell. To this union a daughter was born, Barbars Ellen. She
married a man nemed Ridgeway. Eleanor Riggs Powell lived to be an elderly person.

John Williams Riggs Jr. married Miss Susan Blanchard. To this wion five
children were born: Maggie died in girlhood, Nellie, Willie, Walter, and Susie.

Born on June 23,1843 to John and Martha Elliott Shirley of Fayette Co. Missouri,
a daughter Lucy Jane. There were five other children born to this union: Elizabeth,
Lucy Jane, John, Jimmie and George. This family came to California in 185”,‘and ‘

settled in Colusa Co.

At

[Ny
John married Miss/Lamb and to this union was born seven children: Bettie,

0o ©

Bertha, Susie, Ethern, Edgar, Millie, Maude, and Paul who died in October 1915
at the age of 70 yrs. George Died 2 small boy, and Elizabeth died as a young girl.
Jimmie died. The father died September 92,1853, after a hard struggle making &
living. Martha married a man named George Tucker, who was a widower with several
children. To this wiion a son, Josephs

Joseph Pucker married Miss Annie Harris. No children born, so the adopted a
baby girl, Thurza.

Erasmus C. Riggs ceme to Californis with relatives Ly ox team in 1849, mining
around Dutch Flat and Marysville in Placier Co. In 1852, he returned to Missouri,
making the trip. In 1853, he went back to California, mining and cooking in a

mining camp.

Figure 25. Page 2 of the Albert Riggs® Family Record.
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He was married to Miss Lucy Jane Shirley in 1860, Lucy Jane Shirley came %o
California with her family in 1859. They crossed the "Plains” by ox team.

After her marriage to Erasmus, they moved to Lake Co. on the Faught place.
Three children were born: Mary E., Martha J., and Iee P. In 1865, they went %o
Oregon, later returning to Lake Co. settling on the Crawford place. While they
were there, John M. and Stonewall J. were born.

In 1871, they moved % to a place omed by a Dubchman named Dan Vleeflig. Later

they bought the place and six other children were borne

Lee P. Riggs married Cynthia Ann Welty. These were dad's grandfather and gramd-

mother, Tl A e, ons Chifd was ooun | Aumanc
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Figure 26. Page 3 of the Albert Riggs® Family Record.
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